Metastasis to the lingual lymph node in patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the floor of the mouth: a report of two cases.
Cancer of the tongue or the floor of the mouth sometimes metastasizes to the lingual lymph node. We present two patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the floor of the mouth who developed metastases to the lateral lingual lymph nodes. Case 1, a 62-year old male, had squamous cell carcinoma of the floor of the mouth (T3N2cM0). He underwent tumor resection and bilateral neck dissection, and histological examination revealed five metastatic nodes including the lateral lingual node near the hyoid bone. No recurrent tumors were evident, but he died of pneumonia 10 months after the surgery. Case 2, a 62-year old male, had squamous cell carcinoma of the floor of the mouth (T2N2cM0). He underwent tumor resection and bilateral neck dissection, and histological examination revealed three metastatic nodes including the lateral lingual node near the sublingual gland. No recurrence was found in the oral and neck regions, but he died of liver metastasis 18 months after the surgery. Metastasis to the lingual lymph node may cause a recurrence of oral cancer in the neck, since conventional neck dissection cannot remove this node even in the case of en bloc resection of the primary tumor and the neck. When CT, MRI, or intra-operative palpation findings lead to a suspicion of metastasis to the lingual lymph node, the area of neck dissection should be extended to include this node.